I SR AE L: An Echo of Eternity

Lord of hosts has blessed, saying Blessed be my people
Egypt and Assyria, the work of my hands, and Israel, my
T "7 b 19:23-25),
the prophet Isaiah, Egypt and Assyria
radly wars. Hating each other, they were
of Israel. How did Isaiah, the son of a
rishes the privilege of being called by the
ance,” feel about Egypt and Assyria? The
ilso the God of Syria, the God of Egypt.
veen the nations will turn to friendship.
gether when they serve together. This is
yer, our goal (see Zephaniah 3:9).
E war must receive their ultimate meaning
day, which is peace and celebration.
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MEANING

What is the meaning of the State of Israel? No single
answer can exhaust its meaning. One fact is clear. In no
other community do we witness such an intense, ongoing
search, such an effort to understand itself in terms of a
higher vision as in Israel. Mere self-preservation is regarded
as an inadequate motivation.

Who can fail to sense glory in the reality of a people
restored, of a people regaining its dignity, after having been
defamed and marked for destruction?

In anticipation of the return to the land the pyalmist
sings:

When the Lord brought the exiles back to Zion

we were like those who dream.

Psalm 126:1

We have not even begun to fathom the meaning of this
great event. We do not fully grasp its message for us as a
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community and as individuals. It has not penetrated our
capacity for representing its meaning in our daily lives.

The primary religious problem in Israel is how to articu-
late in deeds, in living the commitment that there is an echo
of God in history, trust in the prophet’s word:

The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God shall stand forever.

Isaiak 40:8

For all who read the Hebrew Bible with biblical eyes the
State of Israel is a solemn intimation of God's trace in
history. It is not fulfillment of the promise, it is not the
answer to all the bitter issues. Its spiritual significance,
however, is radiant. Ultimately the significance of history
must be understood in terms of theology.

It would be a distortion to reduce the meaning of Israel
reborn to the necessity to deal with Jewish misery. It was
above all the power of promise, the power of hope, that
necessitated the resurrection of Israel, In a deeper sense,
Israel reborn is a necessity of world history.

The wonder of the risen Israel and the gratitude to Him
who has raised martyred Israel from the dead belong to-
gether. We are witnesses of the resurrection. And being a
witness is a transformation.

The return to the land is a profound indication of the
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possibility of redemption for all men. Stand still and be-
hold! The unbelievable has come about.The vision was a
divine promise, and the way was paved with sacrifices.

Our return to Zion is a major event within the mysteri-
ous history that began with a lonely man—Abraham—
whose destiny was to be a blessing to all nations, and our
irreducible commitment is to assert that promise and that
destiny: to be a blessing to all nations. . . .

The central act at a Jewish Wedding ceremony 1s the
groom’s saying to the bride: “Behold thou art consecrated
unto me with this ring according to the Laws of Moses and
of Israel.” Said Rabbi Mendel of Kotsk, “If the groom says
this formula but fails to say the two words ‘Unto me’ the
whole wedding ceremony, including the meal, the music
and the dancing are devoid of meaning. The essence of the
entire meaning is in the words ‘Unto me.””

The return to the land: marvelous and precious as is life
in freedom, its deeper meaning is in the eternal hope of the
Jewish pecple. . . . “Unto me.”

The word which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the Lord

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills:

and all the nations shall flow to it,
and many peoples shall come, and say:
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